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stated ; together with s8ome of the Causes of the Low Price of the One, and the Decaying 
Condition of the Other, as also the Pregentment of the Grand Jury of the County - of 
Sommerset thereon, humbly offered to the High Court of Parliament, 4to., 8 pp., half 
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[Clark (Geo.)] The Case of our Englich Wool, and the Manufacture thereof 
truly stated ; together with some of the Causes of the Low Price of the one, 'and 
Decaying Condition of the other ; as also the Presentment of the Grand Jury of 
the County of Sommerset thereon, humbly offered to the High Court of Parha- 
ment, sm. 4to., pp. 8, half calf, £2 2s [c. 1685] 


he Author was upon bhe Jury-mentioned, which sbyled the Factors of Blackwall-Hall «ag 
Public Nusance and Prejudice bo the Clothing Trade and to have been the Ruing of many 
poor clobhiers.” : 
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| Staple Commodity and Manufacture of our Kingdom. 
| - And they may be for the-preſent -confidercd-under 
| theſe Two Heads WING 1:75 ERIE ST 
- 1}. The great and vaſt quantities of Spariſh and 0- 
ther Wool brought into this Kingdom yearly, withour 
paying any Ducy or Cuſtom for che fame, "and here ſold 
atvery low Rates; and theCloth made thereof being for 
molt part conſumed by the Subjectsof'ths Kingdom, 
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muſt of neceſliry leflen the Manutacture: thereof, and ſo | 

by conſequence beat down the price of our Exg/;/bWool. 
| 2d. The grear Abuſes put upon our Clathiers; in-che 
' Ffaleof theirClothat Blackwell-Hall in London, by a com- 


ary of Men ſprung up there within theſe few years, cal- 
d Factors, and who at this day have the folemanage- | 
ment and command. of the Cloth-Trade m their own | 
Hands, and can diſpoſe of it, and of any Man's particular 
| ClothandStockas they pleaſe themſelves, they haping the 
| Clethier, Draper and Merchant at their own beck; and 
__ whoarenowbecome the great Merchants for the Spaniſh 


%* 


Wool, &+:. of whom the poor Clothicr is forc'd to buy, 
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the Factor having hisStock both of Clothand Moriey 
inhis ownihands OI 668 rs 


* "Theſe "are ewo of the Chirfelt cauſes of the decay of 


this Trade, and the Low price of our Engb Wool a 
- this rime, bath which arc humbly offer'd tor confidera- 
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this Honoutable Houſe co appoint the time. — © 
{a TH By Geo. Clark. 
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non, with ſome means for Redrefs, when it ſhall pleaſe 
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omeriet. At the_Generat 2uarter Oejftons. 
__.. the Peace held at Brewton, 7m. and for the 
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_ Reign of car Soveraign Lord Charles the 


»..- &6. The Preſentment of the Grand. Jury 


= there pay as followeth ; VIZ. 


Þ Þ cableComplainr of the greateſt part 
-—— oftheClothiers of this County,con- 


| cerning the great Decay of their Trade, 


laſt paſt havebeenruin'd and undone;and 
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Second, by the Grace of God of England, | 
_ Scotland, France, and Ireland, Kang, 


” Comity afireſaid, on the Thirtcenth| day. of 
January, in the Thirty Sixth Tear of the 
- FEARING the daily, {ad and lamen- 


thereby many of. them within few. years 


finding by fad experience the great fall | 


Value of what it was wont to be ſold for | 
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at the beginning of the late unhappy Re- _ 


_ bellion-in this Kingdom ; And having fe= 


riouſly conſidered thele things, dohum- 


oy conceive the Cauſes of theſe great F- 


to be' the/Tmportation of Spaniſh and 
other Foreign Wools, without paying a- 
ny Cuſtom or Impolt for the ſame; And | 
the great Abutſes that have'been put-upon 
the Clothiers at the Principal-Mart for 
Cloth in this Kingdom;by « ſort of Peo- 
ple called Factors; Men firſt ſetup-th the 


| hte Times of Diſtration, and” increafing | 


ever fince in-Number and Power, tiLnow 
at length they have gotten the ſole Comp 
mand and: Sale .of moſt mens Clot 
brought 'thither to be _fold;” And haye 
thereby advanc'd themielves from little 


| prnothing tobe Men of grear Eſtates,and 
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as much impoveriſhed their Maſters, who 


1adly. complain of theſe Abuſes, and-are 
 Efcwithour proſpect of a Remedy : The 

Conſideration of which Miſchiefs gr OW- 
ing more and more upon us, and if not 


time- 


tay prove't >the: neon oF. This: ICI Staple 
Commodiry.and! Manufacture, of our 
Kiygdom; hath: caulſed-us;ar. this. time Lo 


make!this! foHowing' "Pref HIMent..:--: -- 
Firſt, That the Wool of; this County i in 


| particular, as-well-as.of the, whole King- 
dom, in-general,; is the, greateſt Staple we 
have; And that which. adds-more to the 
Reats and Improvement of the Real Va- 
| lug of the: Lands: and:Reyenues thereof, 
than any- one-C0 mimodity. whatſoever ; 
and. that it is. as muchour Intereſt (if not 
more); to-1mprove: the Rents and Reve- 
gues; of the. Lands; and. Eſtates; of. this 
inodom, as to MaintaintheTrade, with- 
out; which: Improvement. we ſhall. in no {| 
calebeableto-raeany confiderable Sum wi 
of Money by aLand-Tax;, if any ſuddefti | 
ON extragrdinagy, occaſion ſhould. require 
fl "We Preſent therefore; Thar the: Impor= 


ration of. & panjh,.. : and- other Foreign 
* Waals. 


Wool, 5k 
Cuſtom for the its, 1s 6 very: 


Judice to the 
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ſuing from Lands.” 


| IenClothis the greateſt Manifacture of 
"this Kingdom, and*that wherein many 


__and Maintained; afid that Ge: the tine 
that the Art of Clothing was firſt known 
amongſt us,it has cofitinned freenhtil the 


the name of Factors of Blatk9iblall,have | 
| andDiſpoſal of moſt 'of the Cloth that is | 
the greateſt Merchants of Oyl and Dym 
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' great pts- 

do of Bapliſb Wool; attd 

ſo conſequently Ontribares much to the 
F- on c] and Profits oo 


That his) hn king of Wool | 


We Preſent, 


thouſands of poor People are employed 
and {et 'to6 work, and” thereby-Relieved 


beginning of the late Rebellion, thets | 
ſprung up a fort of People; wko unde; 


votten into their Power the Mariager 


fold there : And beſides, are grown to be 
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ſtutts, bur chiefly of Sparfb Woot: all 


" goods belonging to-the Clothing Trade, 


lat Cloth | 
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William Ridcut, William Lewis, Gabriel [oeleife, 
Thomas Pitman, Thomas Bigins, Robert King. 
Fohn Bradny, Thomas Haroye, 
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